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2.  Information  contained  In  this  report  Is  provided  to  Insure 
appropriate  benefits  In  the  future  from  Lessons  Learned  during  current 
operations,  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  In  developing  training  material 
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SECTION  I 

SIGNIFICANT  HiiADWUiiRTERS  IR  UNIT  ACTIVITIES 
1.  (C)  Administration  and  r ersonnel 


.  *  year 


a.  Normal  &-1  activities  have  bean  oonduoted  during  the  period 
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1  February  through  50  April  1967. 


b.  .Authorised  and  hrcposed  Tty  btrengthi 


TCB.AIJTH 

TGb  + 

ADUijHm’eTlOH 

UMT 

(J? 

£0 

& 

err 

NS 

Lh 

Headquarters  and 
Headquarters  Battery 

15 

0 

114 

21 

1 

139 

Battery  A 

3 

0 

100 

3 

0 

100 

Battery  B 

3 

0 

100 

3 

0 

100 

Battery  C 

3 

0 

100 

3 

0 

100 

Service  Battery 

_2_ 

_ 3_ 

_jza 

JL — 

_L_ 

— 

TOTALS 

26 

3 

493 

32 

4 

519 

0.  Assigned  and  present  for  duty  strength  as  of  30  **rll  1967 

ASSIGNED 

HHiSHAff  Ftfi  DUTY 

UNT.T 

o?f 

WO 

Ifa 

(M'F 

WO 

bikt 

Headquarters  and 
Headquarters  Battery 

16 

1 

143 

13 

0 

106 

Battery  A 

4 

0 

100 

3 

0 

91 

Battery  b 

5 

0 

100 

5 

0 

93 

Battery  C 

4 

0 

100 

4 

1 

87 

Service  Battery 

JL. 

86 

-IX 

TOTAIS 

31 

4 

529 

27 

4 

444 

d.  The  difference  in  assigned  and  present  for  duty  street th  shown  in 
paragraph  10  above  resulted  principally  from  the  f sot  that  Headquarters  and 
Headquarters  Battery  carries  personnel  assigned  but  in  transit.  The  Battalion 
metro  section  is  assigned  to  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Battery  but  attached 
to  Battery  C.  Similarly,  the  battalion  personnel  section,  assigned  to  Service 
Battery,  is  attached  to  Servioe  battery,  6th  Battalion,  27th  .artillery,  as  part 
of  the  23d  Artillery  Group  tersonnel  Section.  Other  variations  are  due  to 
::oxmui  absenteeism  resulting  from  leave,  H  &  h  and  hospital. 

e.  Throughout  the  period  of  1  February  1967  to  30  april  1967,  iitS 
shortages  have  resulted  fran  personnel  rotation.  hOb's  most  affoctod  were 
I3B4O  and  94B2O.  These  shortages,  although  critical  for  a  period  of  time,  have 

iage  2  of 20  rages. 
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been  subsequently  relieved  through  normal  replacements, 

f .  Personnel  changes  during  this  quarter  included! 

GAINS  1  If  W  &  LOSSES 1  CUT  WC  Eh 
6  0  106  9  0  98 

g.  Casualties  includedi 

TYPE  NLihBh7 

Killed  in  Action  0 

Wounded  in  notion  1 

hissing  in  Action  0 

Non-battle  dead  1 

Non-battle  casualties  0 

h.  awards  and  Leo  orations  presented  to  members  of  this  command 

included  1 


TYPE  NUKBER 


Bronze  Star  (herit)  1 

Air  hedal  (herit)  4 

Army  Commendation  Piedal  2 

Purple  heart  1 


NOTE  1  In  addition  to  these  awards,  9  recommendations  for  awards 
have  been  submitted  and  are  pending  approval  by  bb^HY. 

i.  R  &  R  Program  schedules  include  the  followings 

(1)  The  in-country  R  &  R  consisting  of  3  day  passes  to  Vur%  Tau 
has  been  used  by  7  personnel. 

(2)  The  out-of-oountry  R  &  R  included  the  following  3  day  quotas* 


LOCATION 

feb 

hAh 

APR 

TCTaL 

Bangkok 

6 

5 

6 

17 

Tokyo 

3 

2 

C 

7 

hanila 

1 

0 

1 

2 

Hcng  Kong 

3 

1 

2 

6 

Taipei 

4 

7 

6 

'  17 

Singapore 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Kuala  Lampur 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Penang 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Hawaii 

7 

6 

8 

— 21 

TOTALS 

27 

24 

27 

j,  Unit  mail  clerks  pick  up  and  deliver  mail  frcm  tue  nearest  *r0. 
iPO  numbers  for  the  units  are  as  follovsi 
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Leasona  Learned  (RC&>ChFaU65)(U) 


UNIT 

AT  0 

Headquarters  Battery 

96216 

Battery  a 

96353 

Battery  B 

96216 

Battery  C 

96216 

bervioe  Battery 

96216 

Judicial  actions  by  units  ineludedi 

UNIT 

ARTICLE  .15  SUMMARY  CCPET 

SPECIAL  CCURT  UENERaL  COURT 

Headquarters  Battery  6 

0 

2 

0 

Battery  A 

5 

0 

3 

0 

Battery  B 

10 

0 

0 

0 

Battery  C 

2 

0 

0 

0 

bervioe  Battery 

JL 

5 

JL 

TOTALS 

26 

0 

10 

0 

1. 

Pertinent  medical  service  etatistisa  includes 

Total  patient  visits  (Unit  personnel) 

639 

admitted  to  hospital 

15 

Evacuated  within  the 

country 

0 

Evaouated  out  of  country 

1 

Eal^ria  oases 

0 

m. 

Reportable  accidents  included! 

UNIT 

YSSCLti 

alhCRaRT 

rERSUnbEn 

Headquarter  a  Battery 

0 

0 

0 

Battery  a 

0 

0 

1 

Battery  B 

0 

0 

0 

Battery  C 

0 

0 

1 

Service  Battery 

JL 

JL 

JL 

TGTalS 

1 

0 

2 

n.  The  morale  of  the  command  is  outstanding.  This  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  12  personnel  took  advantage  of  the  six -month  extension  program 
during  the  reporting  quarter. 


o.  Educational  opportunities  for  personnel  are  provided  l if  25th 
Division  educational  services  and  UbaFI  extension  oourses. 


p.  Religious  bervieesi  Protestant  and  Catholio  Servioes  are  held 
on  a  regular  weekly  schedule.  Other  demoni  nations  attend  servioes  that  are 
announced  in  the  25th  Division  Daily  bulletin,  uroup  Chaplains  oonduot  servioes 
for  Battery  B  at  Suol  Da. 

q.  The  VD  rate  within  the  battalion  has  not  presented  a  serious 
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problem  as  avide  iced  by  a  pronounced  decreana  during  the  quarter-  iattary 
Coramandars,  with  tho  assistance  of  the  battalion  surgeon,  present  Are  ueufc 
■orientations  a  id  lectures  on  personal  hygiene  and  prophylactic  usage.  This 
has  he  an  found  to  be  an  effective  approach  to  tiw  problem  of  venereal  disease. 

r.  The  SI  hootion.  xouained  at  CO  CHI  base  camp  tlirougliout  Operation 
JO" 1CTI0I!  err::  aid  conducted  normal  activities.  Daily  distribution  and  mail  for 
all  batteries  were  dispatched  to  the  forward  command  po3t  by  organic  aircraft. 
■3omo  administrative  fuictions  moved  slower  tlian  usual  duo  to  limited  coimauni- 
cations  with  the  forward'  commaiid  post}  l;owever  all  actions  were  couploted  and 
3U3pot.ise  dates  were  root.  Replan  erne  nbs  continued  to  arrive,  to  be  processed  and 
dispatched  to  their  units  with  minimal  delay,  the  average  delay  bein.;  frireo 
d ays. 


s.  Tho  battalion  medical  section  accompanied  the  forward  command  post- 
on  Operation  JTJIICTI01!  CITY  and.  was  manned  by  the  battalion  Sur  geon  and  two  medi¬ 
cal  aidmen.  A  rear  aid  station  at  base  car.®  was  maintained  by  the  battalion 
medical  sergeant.  The  2£th  Ilodical  battalion,  located  within  tw©  Kilometers 
of  the  forward  command  post,  rendered  support  in  the  areas  of  medical  treatment 
and  resupply.  During  the  operation  t.'irea  aao.n  were  ovacuatod  to  the  rear;  one  for 
cellulitis,  one  for  an  accidentally  inflicted  knife  wound,  and  one  for  second 
and  third  decree  burns.  (In  addition,  two  men  from  battery  A  were  evacuated 
through  the  2nd  battalion,  33>th  Artillery}  one  man  for  a  head.  wound  resultin  ',  from 
a  mortar  attach,  and  one  man  for  an  accidental  gunshot  wound  w.’iich  rosultcd  in  his 
death.)  The  general  health  of  the  jattalion  i/aa  excellent.  Field  sanitation 
was  good  and  continued  to  improve  as  tho  unit  remained  in  tho  field. 

2,  (C)  Intelligence. 

a.  General  Activities. 

(1)  Tie  32  section  continues  to  conduct  montlily  clashes  for  each 
unit  with  emp.ias.i'J  oi  3A1DA  and  CJIi. 

(2)  The  Chief  of  tho  Counter-Internee  nee  Section,  2*>th  Infantry 
Division,  a;id  .hi3  personnel,  gavo  two  security  lectures  to  the  battalion.  T  .ouo 
lectures  wero  interesting  aid  beneficial,  since  they  covered  case  studios  of  VC 
activities  on  a  ul  noar  the  CU  CISC  base  carp  end  how  the  average  soldier  •  pln/od 
a  key  rolo  in  epprohonling  the  suspects.  Future  plans  call  for  a  continuation 
of  guest  lecturers  for  each  battery. 

(3)  Since  the  deployment  of  the  battalion  to  TAY  '.HI Hi,  tho  S2 
Section  lias  boon  r.oloctiT-;  JIM  targets  from  intelligence  sources  (VRc,  agent 
reports  and  Cpocial  Force'.:  Reports,  etc.).  Those  arc  given  to  the  Operation". 
Section  which  schedules  them  into  the  daily  TIKI  pro  gram  for  artillery  units  in 
and  arovnd  TAY  ill-Ti;  base  canp. 

b.  Aorial  SurveiUanco . 

(1 )  Tho  battalion  coniuctod  an  active  Visual  Reconnaissance  program 
duri  i ;  the  reporting  period. 
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(2)  a  olaas  on  aerial  observation  was  presented  to  the  battalion 
aerial  observers  and  interested  staff  affioers.  The  main  topies  iisousssd  wars* 

(a)  Principles  of  aerial  observation 

(b)  Principles  of  oooibat  intelligence 
(0)  Kao  or  ding  and  Reporting  Information 

(d)  Visual  Search  Techniques 

(e)  Artillery  Adjustment 

(f)  Communications 

(g)  Familiarization  with  alxoraft  safety  devioes  and 

emergency  procodurea. 

(3)  The  battalion  aerial  observers  located  an  extensive  enemy 
complex  in  Grid  XT  4170  (SLOI  TRli).  Shis  is  where  one  of  tne  largest  battles  of 
Operation  JUNCTION  CITY  was  fought,  rriar  to  the  battle,  air  observers  from  this 
headquarters  directed  numerous  artillery  fire  missions  against  fortified  bunkers 
and  trenoh  systems  in  the  area. 

(4)  Total  hours  flown  by  the  organia  aircraft  on  VRsi 


CB-HS 

February 

142 

86 

March 

221 

17 

April 

214 

Jil 

TOTALS 

577 

170 

3,  (C)  Training  and  Organization. 

a.  Ch  the  j  ob  training  and  individual  orosa  training  oantlmss  in 
all  units, 

b.  The  following  periods  of  mandatory  training  were  conducted  during 
the  reporting  periodj 

(1)  Command  Infannatiom  1 3  hours 

(2)  Character  Uuidanoei  3  hours 

(3)  Code  of  Conduct »  1  hour 
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(It)  Safeguarding  Dofenoe  Information:  2  hours 

(5)  Drivers.*’ Treifting:  3  hours 

(6)  Physloal  Fitness*  >3  hours 

(7)  CHI  Refresher i  2  hours 
(3)  Civil  Affairs*  1  liour 

(?)  Survival,  Escape  and  Evasion:  i  hour 

c.  On  27  Foburary  196?  two  dnlietei  personnel  doj  .1  for  out-of- 
country  special  training  returning  on  2  March  1967. 


d.  On  31  March  this  headquarters  published  Annex  .  i < unnery  Procedures) 
to  its  TAC  SOP.  The  purpose  of  the  Annex  is  to  provide  gui'  **•  e  and  establish 
standard  policies  concerning  fire  direction  and  firing  battery  procaduros  to  bo 
followed  within  tlio  battalion*  All  firing  charts  are  round,  ;  runted  on  a  "lasy- 
susai"  to  facilltato  rotation  of  tho  chart  in  a  manner  which  oliminatos  tho 
neco33ity  of  p Jotting  coordinates  from  a  reverse  posture.  Battory  center  is 
plotted  at  or  near  tho  chart  center,  using  only  ono  system  of  coordinates.  Tho 
letters  II,  E,  S  and  :.J  are  displayed  prominently  in  rod  at  the  appropriate  edges 
to  indicate  direction. 


e.  Tho  llcteroologlcal  Section,  while  fulfilling  its  primary  mision  of 
furnishing  metro  data  to  artillory  units  in  TAT  IfCHI  Province,  is  also  engaged 
in  several  other  functions. 

(i  )*  ildtsroological  data  is  furnished  to  tho  Air-  Uoathor-Sorvico 
(AVIS)  Detachment-  at  TAT  lJIHH  beao  caap  four  (h)  times  daily.  This  data  is  usocl 
by  the  A- 13  for  woatlier  forecasting  and  air  oporations  of  the  Air  Forao  over 
South  Vietnam.-  The  A.JS  Detaclfoant  also  transmits  the  data  to  the  AVfi  Detachment 
in  Saigon  which  retransmits  it  worldwide, 

(2)  Surface  observation  consisting  of  tcqperuture,  depression, 
relative  humidity,  and  dew  point  is  made  by  the  section  every  two  hours  and  the 
data  givon  to  tho  &>th  Surgical  Hospital  at  TAT  Nihil.  Tills  liospital  is  the  new 
inflatable  and  transportable  type  known  as  KU3T,  Hospital  tecluicians  use  the 
data  for  rosoarch  vrith  the  goal  of  determining  possible  modifications  and 
rkprovenaonts  to  the  inflation  and  air-conditioning  systems  of  the  complex. 

(3)  The  Section  ships  Rnwinsonde  sounding  records  to  tho  Atmosphoric 
Sic  mice  Laboratory  at  Fort  Monmouth,  Hew  Jersey.  The  laboratory  extracts’ the 
desired  information  and  trensbins  the  records  to  the  National  Severe  Storms 
laboratory  (IISSL)  at  Mormon,  tdichcon-  (II3SL  is  on  agency  of  the  Environmental 
Science  Services  Administration  liSSSA.).)  Tho  records  being  furnished  are  the 
Radiosonde  Recorder  Chart;  which  gives  a  tjfophio  picture  of  tho  tenperotura. 
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relative  humidity,  and  pressure  of  the  upper  atmosphere;  the  Radiosonde  Calibration 
Chart,  which  correlates  the  Radiosonde  Reoorder  Reeord  with  pressure  heights;  and 
the  Control  Reoorder  Time  and  angle  Chart,  which  is  used  to  determine  velocities 
and  direotions  of  winds  aloft, 

(a)  The  atmospheric  boience  Laboratory  at  Fort  hoxmouth  uses 
the  data  in  researoh,  with  the  ultimate  goal  of  improving  hetereological  data 
given  to  artillery  units  located  in  tropical  climates, 

(b)  The  National  bevere  btorme  Laboratory,  a  pure  weather 
research  organization,  is  usiig  the  data  to  increase  and  expand  the  professional 
meteorologist 's  knowledge  of  laoal  and  overall  weather  conditions  existing  in 
Vietnam  and  Southeast  Asia,  i-rior  to  the  Vietnam  conflist,  knowledge  of  South¬ 
east  Asiatic  weather  conditions  and  phenomena  were  limited,  due  to  the  lack  of  an 
established  meteorological  measurement  complex. 

(4)  During  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY  the  meteorological  section 
deployed  to  THAI  $1  with  Battery  C,  It  provided  a  met  message  four  times  daily 
to  all  units  operating  in  the  25th  Infantry  Division  Area  of  Operations  (limes 
0030,0650,1230,  and  I830  hours.)  The  messages  were  broadcast  over  tne  Let  Net 
and  a  tape  was  cut  by  the  battalion  KIT  section  and  delivered  to  the  25th 
Infantry  Division  Artillery  to  be  sent  over  its  Ccumand  Net, 

f.  On  31  torch  1967  two  Training  Films,  IF  6-3725,  Field  Artillery 
Digital  Automatic  Computer,  h-18.  General,  and  TF  6-3726,  FADa£.  xvi8.  Cannon 
Application,  were  shown  to  the  battalion  Commander,  imcecutive  Officer,  Battalion 
Staff  and  Battalion  FDC  personnel.  The  two  films  were  also  shown  to  each  of  the 
firing  batteries. 

g.  Survey. 

(1)  During  operation  JUNCTION  CITY,  the  survey  section  furnished 
battery  center  coordinate-  and  two  orienting  stations  far  Battery  C  at  TRax  BI 
and  Battery  B  at  SUCH  Da. 

(2)  The  survey  section oanduc ted  field  tests  of  survey  computations 
for  direction  by  the  "Simplified  Azimuth  of  Polaris,"  by  Commander  Herbert  W, 

Keith,  Jr.,  USLSSa,  Coast  Oeodetic  Survey  Liaison  Officer,  USmAhS;  and  "Frecise 
Azimuth  in  a  Finch"  (or  Lqu&l  Altitude  Method  of  Azimuth  Determination)  by  to. 
Malcolm  Shaw,  Jr.,  Survey  Division,  Target  Ac quisti on  Department,  USAAiib,  Fort 
Sill,  Oklahoma,  The  "Simplified  Azimuth  of  Fol&ris"  is  a  valuable  check  for 
survey  teams.  The  average  time  involved  is  25  minutes.  The  "precise  i-claiih 

in  a  Finch"  is  extremely  accurate,  but  the  time  required  is  excessive.  Average 
time  was  three  hours.  There  is  the  possibility  of  misidentifying  the  star  at 
the  second  sighting.  Weather  in  RVN  is  a  limiting  factor  for  this  system. 
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4.  (C) 

Operations. 

a. 

follows | 

Disposition  of  units  at  the  1 

^ginning  of  the  reporting  period  wee 

UNIT 

LOCATION 

Headquarters,  Headquarters 
and  Sarvioe  Batteries 

CU  -CHI  (XT  644  I46) 

Battery  A 

CU  CHI  (XT  644  146) 

Battery  B 

LaI  KHE  (XT  756  373) 

Battery  C 

TAYUNH  (XT  167  521) 

b. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  reporting  period  all  firing  batterieB  were 

composite  (8-inch  howitzer  and  175™  gun.  • 

c«  Cn  110830  February  1967  Battery  A  departed  the  CU  CHT  Base  Camp 
tc  participate  Lvi  Operation  GADSDEN  in  TAY  NINH  Province.  At  TaY  UNh  the 
battery  exchanged  its  two  175mm  guns  for  two  8-inch  howitzers  of  Battery  C, 
Eattery  A  deported  TAY  NINH  on  III43O  February  closing  at  EUI  BI  (XT12176660) 
at  111510  hours.  During  deration  GADSDEN,  Battery  A  fired  a  total  of  1085 
8-inch  rounds, 

&c  The  battalion  headquarters  (-)  and  all  firing  batteries  participate#, 
in  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY. 

(1)  On  1908C0  February  Battery  A  was  attached  to  the  25th  Infantry 
Division  Artillery  and  further  attached  to  the  2nd  Battalion,  35th  Artillery. 

(2)  On  191.535  February  3att ery  B  departed  LAI  KHE  (XT  756  375) 
enroute  to  a  new  base  canp  at  SJOI  Da  (XT  345  577)  and  to  participate  in 
Operation  JUiX'TION  CITY.  The  convoy  arrived  at  DI  aN  at  19I650  hours  and 
doparted  at  1 92330  hours,  closing  at  SUC2  Da  on  201510  February. 

(3)  On  20C800  February  Battery  C  departed  its  base  camp  at  TaY 
-T3H  to  a  firing  position  at  THAI  BI  (XT  1 26  closing  at  200940  hours. 

(d)  On  23030  February  1967,  the  battalion  headquarters  (-},  con- 
s. to  ting  of  the  S2/S3  e cation,  1  survey  party.  communication  section  (l  ran:  0  team. 

;  wire  team  and  1  HIT  team),  the  maintenance  sectj.cn  (-),  ammunition  trains,  tuio. 
Via  medical  section,  departed  C'd  OKI  by  convey  end  deployed  as  a  forward  com¬ 
mand  post  in  position  sonin  of  THAI  BI  (XI  1?5  SCSje  The  element  closed  at 
2017;50  hoars,  ;.i  shat  time  the  forward  command  post  assumed  taotiool  control  of 
Batteries  B  end  C,  with  a  mission  of  General  Support  II  Field  Force  Vietnam, 
Reinforcing  the  25th  Irfantry  and  1st  Infantry  Division  Artilleries,  with  priority 
ri:  fires  to  the  25th  Infantry  Division  Artillery,  The  assistant  S3  preceded  the 
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ooxnroy  to  coordinate  the  positioning  of  tile  forward  c amend  post  and  ’Bottorjr  C, 
which  wore  to  be  co-locatori  in  r.  position  vacated  by  tho  3rd  Battalion,  13th 
Artillory.  Tho  32/33  section  opo^atod  a  tactical  fire  direction- center  during 
Operation  JUNCTION  CITY,  with  each  firing  batteiMoperating  its  own  technical 
fire  direction  center.  In  addition,  tho  forward '  XMand  post  operated  tho 
Artillery  Air  Morning  Station  for  the  THAT  31  oomplox  (Square  Lobster  THAI  Bl). 
Uhe never  a  firing  battory  deployod  n  fc.  *c  .  faring  platoon  and  operated  two  fire 
direction  centers,  porsonhal  from  tho  battalion  fire  direction  center  augmented 
the  unit's  fire  direction  centers. 

(5)  On  210800  February  Battery  A  departed  THAI  BI  and  closod  at- 
Fire  Support  Base  Cuarlie  (XT  o70?  8337)  at  211015  hours.  The  battery  was  co¬ 
located  with  Headquarters  and  Battery  A,  2nd  Battalion,  35th  Artillery. 

(6)  On  220000  tho  3-inch  platoon  of  Battory  B  dcpnrtod  SOUI  DA 
and.  arrived  at  Fire  Suppot  Base  Bravo  (XT  266  735)  at  221605  hours.  Small 
arms  and  mortar  fire  wore  received  at  tho  base  that  night}  however,  no  injuries 
occurred. 


('/)  On  230CI4.I  February  the  175mm  platoon  and  Battery  3  (-)  departed 
SUGI  DA  and  closed  at  tho  Fronch  Fort  (XP  27-'  6G3)  at  2B12?5  hours. 

(3)  On  21*1100  Foburary  the  8-inch  plate  on  of  Battery  3  deported 
Fire  Support  Base  Bravo  and  closed  with  the  battery  (-)  at  the  French  Fort 
(XT  277  633)  at  21*1205  1  lours,  with  tlie  instructions  to  convert  the  two  G-iach 
liovritscrs  to  1 ?'5ram  guns.  Thin  was  acconplished  in  four  (li)  hours. 

(9)  On  27021*5  Foburary  Fire  Support  Base  Charlie  rocoived  mortar 
rounds  which  resulted  in  one  minor  JIA  xn  Battery  A  and  a  total  of  11*  '-'TLA  in 
the  fire  support  base. 

(10)  On  0211*00  March  a  platoon  of  I  '  Jama  guno  of  Battory  C  moved 

to  Fire  3 import  Base  Alpha  (XT  101  762)  closing  at  0211*20  hours  with  a  mission 
or  General  Support  II  Field  Force  Vietnam,  Reinforcing  the  25th  Infantry 
Bivision  Artillery. with  priority  of  firc3  to  tho  11th  Armt»**od  Rooiment . 

(11)  lXorClt  De.'tH.orgr  O  ■to  SUCH  DA  (XT  3L5  577) 

and  continued  to  support  Operation  JUITCTID1I  CITY  from  it3  base  camp.  Battery 
B  fjjed  a  total  of  h?  G-inch  rounds  and  1399  1 75mm  rounds  during  Operation 

.tuboticit  cut. 

(12)  On  OoOGOO  March  Battory  A  dopnrtod  Fire  Support  Base  Cher  lie 
and  closed  at  Base  Carp  BLACKITQItH  (XT  03l*  706)  at  06031*5  -lours . 

(13)  On  090900  March  the  1?5mr.i  platoon  o*  Battery  C  returned  to 
the  battery's  location  (THAI  31)  closing  at  090930  hours. 

(1h)  On  151000  March  Battery  A  closed  at  THAI  BI  and  fired  the  - 
300,000th  artillery  round  to  bo  firod  by  II  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillory  in- 
country.  Aftor  this  ceremony  Battery  A  and  Battery  C  exchanged  3-inch  Iiouitzero 
for  1  5mn  guns  racking  each  a  conposito  battery. 
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(15)  The  battalion  forward  command  post  remained  at  IBaI  BI 
until  its  departure  on  15103O  March,  closing  at  CU  CHI  at  I514I5  hours, 

(16)  On  I51045  March  Battery  C  departed  T5a[  BI  after  exchanging 
two  weapons  with  Battery  A  dosing  at  its  base  camp  at  TAT  KCMH  ft  151150 
hours.  Battery  C  fired  1850  175Esa  rounds  in  support  of  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY, 


(17)  Battery  A  departed  TRaI  BI  on  1 5 1 1 00  March  ar  closed  at  CU 
CHI  base  camp  at  151445  hours.  Battery  a  fired  a  total  of  2478  -inch  rounds 
during  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY. 


e.  On  230930  March  Battery  a  departed  CU  CHI  base  camp  for  DUc  II Oa 
with  a  mission  of  General  Support  II  Field  Force  Vietnam,  Reinforcing  the  25th 
ARVN  Infantry  Division  artillery  and  the  Capitol  Military  Dist"i  t.  It  closed 
at  DUC  HQA  (XS  599  963)  at  1 245  hours. 

(l)  On  arrival  at  LUC  HCA,  Battery  a  coordinated  v;th  the  US  Boat <K 
Advisor  and  Special  Forces  and  coordinated  defensive  fires  arouj  the  Special 
Forces  Camp  at  IRA  CU  (XS  478  984) •  The  Battery  registered  in  the  area  and 
freta  2  April  until  its  departure,  it  fired  a  check  round  on  a  different  con¬ 
centration  each  night. 


(2)  On  0704-00  April  mortar  rounds  were  received  in  the  battery  area. 
One  man  received  a  slight  injury  while  closing  the  hatch  to  his  ArC.  Six  rounds 
ware  received  on  the  east  side  of  the  battery  position.  One  round  landed  near  the 
moss  truck,  causing  no  damage, 

(3)  On  10  April  the  mission  of  the  battery  was  changed  to 
General  Support  II  Field  Force  Vietnam,  Reinfaroing  the  25th  Infantry  Division 
Artillery. 


(4)  On  181100  April  Battery  a  returned  to  OU  CHI  and  its  new  base 
C5mp  location  at  XT  635  155»  having  fired  1625  missions  for  a  total  of  146O 
8- inch  rounds  and  1149  1 75mni  rounds, 

f.  On  091915  April  this  headquarters  was  directed  to  deploy  a  forward 
command  post  to  TAY  NINH  to  assume  artillery  control  i  or  TaY  NINH  baso  camp  in 
the  absence  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  11th  Artillery,  which  was  deployii®  for  Opera¬ 
tion  OREGON,  Staff  coordination  van  immediately  begun,  and  on  IOO830  April  the 
S2,  S3,  (deration  Sergeant,  Communication  Officer,  Headquarters  Battery  Commander 
end  Service  Battery  Commander  departed  by  UK- IB  far  the  2nd  Battalion,  11th 
Artillery  to  begin  immediate  coordination.  Later  in  the  afternoon  they  were 
joined  by  the  Assistant  S3,  Chief  Computer  and  Intelligence  Sergeant,  (ai! 
remained  witfcr  the  2nd  Battalion,  11th  Artillery,  except  the  Communications 
Officer  and  the  two  Battery  Commaiders,  who  returned ,to  base  comp  to  coordinate 
the  movement  of  the  forward  command  post  to  TaY  NINH.)  At  this  point  the 
movement  of  the  headquarters  to  TaY  NINH  was  to  be  a  temporary  deployment  until 
this  unit  oould  b«  relieved  in  plade, 

(1)  On  111200  April,  the  Operations  Section  of  the  2d  Battalion, 

32d  Artillery  assumed  TAY  NINH  artillery  control  from  the  2nd  Battalion,  11th 

Artillery,  with  the  following  rosporsibilitiesi 
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(a)  Control  of  all  TT.S,  Artillery  firing  out  «f  TAY  KtKH 

base  camp* 

(b)  Artillery  Pefonsa  of  TAY  NINH  base  camp  to  include  the 
SM  and  count or mortar  (BLACKJACK)  program.  In  the  BLhCKJaCK  program  all  U.S. 

'Artillery  units,  no.-.’dlSP  platoon.  Dusters,  and  the  PHILC-AG  iG^nrn  Howitzer 
Battery  are  sohedu; ,ed» 

(6)  Acquiring  U.S,  and/or  sRUN  ground  clearance  far  ’all 
artillery,  mortar  arid  Duster  fires  in  TaY  NINH  Province, 

(d)  Operating  an  Artillery  Air  Warning  Station  (TaY  NINH 

Control) , 


(2)  ‘In  14  April  1°57  this  headquarters  was  directed  to  deploy  the 
Battalion  Headquartorsj  Headquarters  Battery  and  Service  Battery  to  TaY  NINH  as 
a  permanent  location.  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Battery  completed  its 
novo  in  I  AY  JOK  on  26  April  1967,  Service  Battery  completed  its  move  on  30 
i-prii  ■JCJo?" 

(3)  Two  liaison  Teams  were  organized  and  deployed,. 

(a)  One  team.  is  co-located  with  the  TAY  NTNH  Sector  Head¬ 
quarters  and  Detaohm&nt  B-55.  5th  Special  Forces  Group  (Airborne).  Tfci?  hssm 
Cpt-rtteo  cn  a  wenty-four  hour  basis  and  coordinates  clearances  with  both  ucadquartor 

(b)  One  team  is  co-located  with  the  ARVN  155mm  Howitzer  Platoon 
stationed  at  BliN  CAO  (XT  231  432).  This  team  operates  on  a  twenty-four  hour  basis, 
The  teem  passe?  requen  is  for  H4X  f  ire3  to  the  aRVN  Platoon.  Lest  of  the  Bdcl  tar¬ 
gets  are  to  the  south  and  west  of  TaY  NENH,  When  the  aB.7N  153  Platoon  fire3 

them,  it  eliminates  the  necessity  of  large  numbers  of  Zone  III  175mm  H&I  targets 
in  these  directions. 


g.  Cn  22  Anvil  1967,  this  headquarters  published  GPLaN  1— 67  (Q.UICK 
ST  PIT)  which  lists  organic  firing  cattery  responsibilities  for  DbFCONS  in  support 
of  US/ ARVN  installations  and  outposts  within  range  capabilities  of  thoir  weapons. 


h,  Cn  141935  April,  the  Special  Forces  Camp  at  PKHX  hi :Zi  received 
os  tor/  mortar  rc-unis,  Papacies  B  and  0  were  alerted  and  direr- tod  to  lay  on  the 
'Viv.'.ijrsive  cone er.tr atiorx  wound,  FRFtC  alC'X,  a  Fcuvard  Air  Cc/ufcroilsr  controlled 
the  fires  ci  Battery  B  In  firing  the  preplanned  defensive  concentrations.  Battery 
H  wa3  unable  to  fire  boornce  aircraft  were  orbiting  cn  its  traces  texy,  Battery 
P  fired  defensive  concentrations  in  Grids  XT  2pC0  .vd  XT  307s..  Boon  tbs  vitiation 
of  fi.ring  the  marter  fires  ceased.  Battery  B  'fired  a  total  of  45  1752x1  rounds 
in  defense,  (On  22  April  1 567 ,  the  Liaison  Officer  with  the  Aft'7 U  Rargsr  Battalion 
at  FRFC  XLOY  visited  tJi.r  ho.vlc.uar cars  and  irfcrr.ed  %ho  S3  that  the  rounds  that 
landed  in  Grid  XT  3073  wero  right  in  the  open  v.-cic.£iing  whore  the  nortar3  had 
o-.cn  sot  up,  end  that  There  was  evidence  of  casualties  in  the  area,)  (The 
buttery  oontirued  to  fixe  H&Is  that  night  and  H&Is  were  scheduled  on,  possible 
trails  and  avenues  of  withdrawal  far  tha  next  two  days. 


Page  12  of  20  Pages, 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


47G3-2.C  8  hay  1 907 

SUBJECT*  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  (RCS-CSFOU65)(U) 

i.  On  161133  April  1 967  Battery  c  fixed  27  ft-inoh  rounds  in  support 
of  an  ARVN  COO  element  in  contact  with  an  estimated  VC  platoon*  On- the- ground 
Burveillande  credited  the  unit  with  2  VC  KBa  by  body  count  with  an  estimate  from 
parts  of  bodies  of  6  more  VC  KBa.  (Location  of  activity  was  scheduled  for 
KM  fires  far  the  next  two  days*) 


j*  C h  212203  April  Battery  A  converted  two  (2)  175mm  guns  to  8-inch 
howitzers,  thereby  becoming  an  8-inoh  battery  in  preparation  for  Operation 
MANHATTAN*  On  221200  April  Battery  a  departed  CU  CKL,  closing  at  SUGI  Cju) 

(XT  457  268)  with  a  mission  of  Reinforcing  the  25th  Infantry  Division  artillery 


k.  The  following  number  of  missions  were  fixed  with  total 
ammunition  listed  below* 

aMMO  EXPENDED 


UNIT 

NO  CP  MS  NS  FIRED 

8-inch 

175pm 

Battery  A 

2666 

6447 

1520 

Battery  B 

3324 

253T 

46CI 

Battery  C 

3840 

2146 

5488 

amounts  of 


5*  (C)  Logistics, 


a.  Transportation,  Prior  to  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY,  the  rmamition 
trains  were  sent  to  LAI  XE3  to  assist  Battery  B  in  its  move  to  its  nev;  base  camp 
at  SUOX  DA.  Battery  C  retired  no  assistance  since  it  remained  in  a  stabilized 
firing  position  with  a  forward  ammunition  supply  point  (Fsbi )  in  its  immediate 
area*  The  trains  were  used  during-  JUNCTION  CITY  to  stockpile  fire  support  bases 
and  assist  in  moving  batteries.  During  the  dead  time  in  which  the  ammunition 
trains  wore  not  resupplying  the  batteries,  organizational  maintenance  was 
performed  in  the  forward  CP  area. 


b.  Supply  Operations.  The  following  items  considered  combat  essential 
were  not  received  during  the  reporting  period) 


ITEM 

DOCUMENT  #  FOLLOWED  UP  ON 

STaTUS 

TRUCK,  5  ton,  w/wn, 

1  ea. 

AT  8149-6341-7581 

7076 

BL  -  Okinawa 

RECOVERY  VEHICLE, 
full-track,  M573, 

2  ea. 

7032-002(w/UbARV  Form 

7110 

Request  submitted 

47H) 

1  February  1967 

c.  Maintenance* 

(1)  The  average  down-time  for  the  h107  and  hi  10  remained  at  2 
days  during-  this  reporting  period. 

(2)  On  26  March  1967,  three  (3)  weapons  in  Battery  a  were  dead- 
lined  for  sheared  engine  mount  screws  (Screw,  Cep,  Hexagon  Head,  FSN  5305-558- 
7357),  It  was  necessary  to  replace  three  (3)  engines,  two  (2)  transmissions 
and  two  (2)  transfer  caseB  in  the  firing  battery.  This  problem  was  caused  by 
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inproper  installation  of  the  engines)  specifically,  either  one  or  both  of  the 
Engine  Mount  Shock  Pads  (PSN  2815- 870-2107)  were  not  installed  and  when  the 
Hexagon  Head  Cap  Screw  (Engine  Mount)  (PSN  5 305— 841—6490)  were  installed,  proper 
torque  could  not  be  applied  and  excessive  vibration  sheared  off  the  screws,  all 
weapons  in  the  battalion  were  immediately  inspected  ".id  deficiencies  corrected. 
Closer  supervision  in  the  installation  of  ermines  ’.1  prevent  recurrence  of 
this  problem. 


(?)  The  lack  of  direct  support  maintenance  contact  teams  f  or  Batteries 
A  and  B  during  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY  contributed  to  the  longer  than  usual  deadline 
tdjp.o  for  parts.  Organic  aircraft  were  used  to  shuttle  parts  to  maintenance  support 
units.  No  major  problems  were  posed  in  Battery  C,  sinc9  a  forward  support  team 
from  the  548th  IM  Conpany  was  located  in  the  IfiAl  BI  area, 

(4)  The  Operation  gave  further  justification  to  the  necessity  far 
an  M-578  VHL  to  be  assigned  to  each  1  iring  battery  as  organic  equipment.  Due 

to  the  wide  deployment  of  the  battalion  during  JUNCTION  CITY,  the  wrecker  and 
VI B  assigned  to  the  battalion  maintenance  section  were  constantly  on  the  road 
between  firing  batteries.  It  was  impossible  to  provide  timely  service  to  each 
battery  with  only  one  M-578  VIE  and  one  M-543»  5-ton  wrecker. 

(5)  During  the  reporting  period  the  availability  of  weapons  van 

as  follows 1 


(a)  Ml 07;  17521 m  Gun,(SP) 


Possible  day3  available! 

512 

g.  Days  deadlinedt 

33 

jj.  Available  days; 

474 

/k,  Der.ir.ine  rates 

MllOf  8-inch  Howitzer  (HP) 

7% 

U  Possible  days  available! 

556 

j?.  Days  doadlinedi 

66 

Available  daysi 

470 

4.  Deadline  ratei 

16$ 

(0)  Critical  parts  during  this  period  that  were  difficult 

to  obtain  were* 

J_.  Elevating  iigtprs 
.2,  Swing  Cylincl-xcc 
3,  Traverse  Gear  Housings 

Lockout  oylindars 
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.elevation  Gear  Housings 

(6)  There  were  nuuorous  problems  with  sights  during  Operation 
JUNCTION  CITY,  Each  tine  a  sight  became  inoperative  it  was  necessary  to  oall 
the  weapon  out  ani  evacuate  the  sight  for  repairs.  This  points  ’:p  the  necessity 
for  a  "float"  sight  In  each  firing  battery  to  elininate  downtime.  This  battalion 
has  aubnitted  a  requisition  with  appropriate  justification  for  float  panaranio 
telosaope  Ml  15,  3  ea,  on  the  basis  of  one  per  firing  battery,  E  e  following 
information  is  provided* 


XU&SSI?  RHP  NO 

£££ 

IK) 

x  JJiQW  UP  ON  STATOb 

IT  80-SU7032-1008 

3  ea 

05 

7094  fas3ed  to 

QdLnawa 


6,  (U)  Aviation, 

a.  The  following  aviation  missions,  liBted  by  sortiec,  were  flown 
during  this  reporting  period* 


Cnd  &  Con 

Recon 

FaC 

Admin 

haint 

t£X 

Cgo 

Hours 

Rotary  Wing  (CH-13) 

339 

4 

2 

208 

7 

253 

1.8 

—V, 

— J 
-f* 

fo 

Fii'-d  Wing  (0-1 ) 

12fl  , 

493 

ZL 

J 1 

-500.5L 

TOTAIS 

ON 

K\ 

K\ 

194 

85  ' 

701 

28 

331 

1.8 

674.7 

(l)  When  the  battalion  was  in  base  camp  at  CU  CEX,  one  firing 


battery  was  located  at  TaY  NTMH  and  one  at  SUOI  Da,  when  an  aircraft  flew  to 
the  battery  location  to  conduct  a  VR,  it  dropped  off  distribution  etc,,  at  oach 


firing  battery,  A  typical  schedule  would  be 

as  follows* 

FLIGHT 

SCKTIE 

HIDES 

(a) 

CU  CHI  to  SUOI  DA 

1  (Adnin) 

20  m 

0>) 

suci  da  to  suar.  da 

1  (VR) 

120  n 

(0) 

SUOI  DA  to  TAY  NENH 

1  (Adnin) 

5  m 

(*) 

TAY  KINH  to  TAY  NTNH 

1  (TO) 

120  tt 

(e) 

TAY  KINH  to  CU  CHI 

1  ( Adnin) 

25  n 

Although  this  schedule  shows  3  administrative  sorties  and  only  2  VR  sorties 
tbe  hours  reflect  240  ninutea  of  VR  end  only  50  ninutes  of  administration  ( 

fifth  the  total  hours  flown), 

(2)  During  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY,  the  organic  aircraft  flew 
243  sorties  for  a  total  of  221  hours,  Seventy-five  percent  of  the  total  tine 
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was  spent  conducting  visual  reoonnoissnace  and  fire  missions,  the  remainder 
for  Command  and  Control  and  administrative  flights.  The  aircraft  were  stationed 
at  CU  CHI  at  night  for  maintenance,  (No  aircraft  were  allowed  to  remain  in  the 
THAI  BI  area  overnight.)  This  facilitated  the  use  of  the  aircraft  for  adminis- 
fe'ative  runs.  Distribution,  moil,  personnel,  and  parts  wre  shuttled  back  at 
night  and  returned  on  the  morning  flights.  Aircraft  and  maintenance  facilities 
at  CD  CHI  afforded  the  u3e  of  the  aircraft  for  administrative  runs  without 
detracting  from  7isual  reconneissanoe  ar.d  fire  missions. 

b.  On  20  April  1967  the  aviation  section  deployed  to  Ini'  NXNH  in 
conjunction  with  the  redeployment  of  this  headquarters. 

c.  The  main  problem  area  encountered  by  the  aviation  section  during 
this  reporting,  period  was  engine  dovo tia9  due  to  dust.  Strict  adharsnea  to 
proper  maintenance  ppoooduvu^  to  include  cleaning  and  changing  the  eir  intake 
filter  daily  and  changing  the  oil  every  12^  hours,  greatly  reduced  engine 
downtime. 


7.  (C)  Ccamunicaidons, 

a.  Throughout  the  entire  duration  of  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY,  Fh 
radio  communications  wtrs  maintained  with  all  firing  batteries.  There  ware  in¬ 
termittent  periods  of  interference  and/ cr  jamming  on  the  Clil/FD  net,  especially 
during  the  oarly  evening  hours.  On  the  third  day  of  the  op  oration  it  vac 
a«oor.9ary  to  switch  to  the  alternate  command  net  end  ov actually  receive  a  .now 
primary  frequency  because  a  major  unit  moved  into  the  area  utilizing  the  alter¬ 
nate  command  frequency  of  this  headquarters,  am  radio  coamun:  cation  was 
established  withBatto-t’C  A  and  B  and  remained  operational  appraciaately 
7Qp/->  of  the  time.  Difficulty  was  experienced  between  the  Forward  Command  Post 
at  THAI  31  and  Battery  B  upon  its  move  to  SfCI  Da,  because  c.f  the  mask  caused 
by  NJI  BADEN,  Attempts  to  establish  NTT  communications  with  the  1st  Irf entry 
Division  Artillery  CP  at  fU.NK  THAiiH  failed.  Although  a  strong  voice  signal 
was  established,  the  strength  never  increased  enough  to  establish  teletypa 
phasing  end  solid  copy  was  never  received,  I'M  ocmimnicatlon  with  the  2Jd 
Artillery  Group  Liaison  Section  with  the  1st  Infantry  Division  Artillery  at 
MINH  THANH  was  intermittent  and  usually  had  to  be  relayed  through  Battery  B, 

At  times  when  FM  communi cations  became  difficult,  organic  aircraft  ware  used 
as  airborne  relays.  At  times',  the  1st  Infantry  Division  Artillery  relay- 
station  on  NCI  BA  DEN  was  ueedv  bub  -chis  proved  unfeasible  duo  to  the  amount 
of  administrative  traffic  cn  the  channel.  The  battalion  switchboard  operated 
efficiently  with  line3  to  the  25th  Infantry  Division  Artillery,  Batteiy  C,  and 
Pietro  Section  and  other  internal,  elements.  Land  line  communication  was  net 
available  to  Batteries  A  and  B,  except,  for  the  period  when  Batteiy  a  was 
deployed  at  Fire  Support  Base  BI.aCKHCr.SB,  Communications  by  YHF  were  available 
to  CU  CHE  and  PHD  LOI  through  the  25th  L'lfantry  Division  and  'lie  25th  Infantry 
Division  Artillery, 


b.  This  battalion  has  exp  ari  (mead-  an  unusually  high  deadline  rate  of 
Balia  Set  jlN/GKO-45  which  has  seriously  limited  its  capability  for  tineJy 
coLiamications,  particularly  of  classified  messages.  Three  out  of  five 
authorized  3  eta  in  the  battalion  are  headlined  for  major  0  cap  ononis,  all  of 
which  are  in  support  la&intenenco. 
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(l)  List  of  deadlined  items t 

(a)  Transmitter  (T-195),  Serial  number  56 30,  was  turned  in  on 
21  Maroh  1967  (7080)  to  the  6ist  HEM,  Company  on  work  carder  S0091  for  a  burned 
out  Dynamotor,  It  has  been  evacuated  to  the  Rice  Mill. 


(b)  transmitter  (T-195),  Serial  number  1282,  was  turned  in  on 
24  Maroh  1967  (7O83)  to  the  6lst  HEM  Company  an  work  order  S0093  for  a  burned 
but  Dynamotor,  It  has  been  evacuated  to  the  Rice  Mill. 


(0)  Teletype  (TL-76),  Serial  number  174,  was  turned  in  on  3 
April  1967  (7093)  to  the  61st  HEM  Company  on  work  order  S0116.  Peelers  are  warn 
on  teletype  dispenser  and  it  sends  garbled. 

(d)  Teletype  .(tl’-76),  Serial  number  943,  was  turned  in  on  3 
April  1967  (7095)  to  the  61  st  HIM  Company  on  work  order  SOI  23.  Peelers  are  warn 
on  teletype  dispenser  and  it  sends  garbled. 

(e)  Teletype  (TT-76),  Serial  number  903,  was  turned  in  on  6 
April  1967  (7096)  to  the  6lst  HEM  Company  on  work  order  Sol  24.  Peelers  are  warn 
on  teletype  dispenser  and  it  sends  garbled. 

(2)  An  analysis  of  signal  work  orders  plus  visits  to  the  61st  HEM 
Company,  the  direct  support  unit,  indicate  that  most  components  submitted  for 
repair  take  from  three  to  six  weeks  to  return.  The  6ist  HEM  Company  supports 
27  units  in  the  CU  CHI  area  and  if  it  does  not  have  the  needed  PLL  items  or 
direct  support  repair  parts,  the  equipment  is  evacuated  to  the  79th  Maintenance 
Battalion  at  the  Rice  Mil  in  Saigon. 

(3)  The  AN/GRC-46  Radio  Set  is  essential  to  timely  receipt  of 
current  classified  information,  coordinating  fire  support  and  submitting 
reports.  This  battalion  is  doing  everything  possible  to  lower  the  deadline 
rate  and  keep  a  maximum  number  of  6ets  operational. 

(4)  On  19  April  I967,  this  headquarters  submitted  a  letter  to  the 
23d  Artillery  Group  requesting  authority  to  be  authorized  to  turn  in  equipment 
directly  to  the  79th  Maintenance  Battalion  at  the  Rice  Mil  in  Saigon,  At  least 
a  week  of  transportation  and  handling  time  could  be  saved  and  items  could  be 
picked  up  as  soon  as  they  are  repaired, 

(5)  On  30  April  1967  the  548th  LUi  Company  became  the  direct 
support  unit  far  thiB  battalion  (except  Battery  a).  This  will  alleviate  many 
of  the  problems  noationed  above,  but  does  not  alleviate  the  problems  for 
Battery  A,  based  at  CU  CHI,  The  23d  Artillery  Group  Cauoxnications  Officer 
vill  handle  any  required  direct  turn  in  at  the  Rice  Mill  as  well  as  monitor 
and  arrange  far  transportation  when  required  to  move  components  from  the 
Direct  Support  to  the  General  Support  Battalion  which  is  located  at  i'HU  LQI, 
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SUCTION  II 


PART  I,  CBS3&7ATI01M 

1.  Personnel  and  Administration, 

vans 

2.  (C)  Intelligence, 

a*  IT® i  Pcrioiic  Aerial  Observer  Refresher  Claeses, 

(l)  DISCUSSION*  Aerial  Observers  like  drivers  and  pilots  must 
periodically  be  given  a  refresher  class  to  re- orient  them  as  to  their  mission 
and  proper  techniques.  Latest  techniques  and  prinoiplee  of  aerial  observation, 
plus  dieoussions  of  ideas  help  to  stimulate  new  ideas  and  improve  standard 
procedures. 


(2)  CBSEiVATIONj  Effectiveness  of  aerial  observers  ie  increased 
by  poriodlo  refresher  classes  on  proper  techniques  of  nnriol  obnervaticn, 
roc  or  ling  and  reporting  timoly  intelligence. 


3,  Training  and  Ik-gerization. 

NOE. 

4»  (C)  Operations, 

a,  ITEM*  Check  Fires  for  Friendly  Aircraft, 

(1)  DISCUSSION*  Friendly  airoraft  flying  in  the  area  of  5AI 
Consul  (Artillery  Air  Warning . £ t.ation)  have  frequently  "demanded"  a  blanket 
chock  fire  of  all  artillery  firing  no  matter  in  what  direction.  Invariably, 
questioning  by  the  artillery  air  verning  station  determines  that  the  airoraft 
io  flying  from  point  "A"  to  point  ,!B",  and  a  check  fire  far  that  area  would 
suffice,  host  pilots  accept  a  check  fire  far  their  flight  pattern  if  it  is 
necessary,  However,  there  have  been  pilots  who  have  demanded  toe  name,  rank, 
and  service  amber  of  the  operator  at  tho  station  whon  a  blanket  chock  f.tro  is 
not  given. 

(2)  (BSBOTATIONi  Pilots  should  be  informed  that  the  parpooo'af  the 
artillery  air  warning  station  is  to  broadcast  the  direction  end  maximum  ordinate 
cf  artillery  so  that  airoraft  can  avoid  those  areas,  If  the  c^crion  of  the  air¬ 
craft  is  such  that  it  most  fly  the  most  direct  route  (Hist offs,  resupply,  etc,) 

then  a  check  fire  will  bo  initiated- fer  that  route*  Uut  under  no  circna'  hiuicsB 

should  a  blanket  cloaranoe  be  given  for  u  routine  flight, 

b,  mail  Cir.jular  Firing  Cherts  far  the  173mm  Gun. 
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(l)  DISCUSSICNi  To  avoid  double  plotting  of  grids  end  possible 
fire  direction  errors  when  using  the  standard  plotting  table  and  grid  sheets  with 
the  175m  gun,  it  was  found  that  a  circular  1 1 5 0,^0©  meter  plotting  chart 
measuring  97  Inches  in  diameter  allows  for  oomplete  6400  mil  weapons  0  overage* 

The  battery  0 enter  is  plotted  at  or  near  the  chart  oenter*  Only  oie  system  of 
coordinates  is  used.  Ihe  letters  N,  E,  S  and  V  ere  displayed  in  r  id  at  the 
appropriate  edges*  To  allow  the  oircular  oharte  be  uec<  in  the  field  in  the 
CPC  (M-577)  Extension,  the  oircular  charts  ere  mounted  or  -  "laay*  mean"  that 
allows  the  ohsrt  operator  to  bring  the  working  area  t  >  himacjf,  reshar  than 
walking  around  the  ohsrt. 


(2)  OBSERVATION,  The  oircular  chart  using  1,50,000  water  grid 
sheets  eliminates  many  possible  plotting  error  procedures  end  facilitates  rapid 
and  accurate  fire  direction  procedures. 


c.  ITEM,  artillery  air  Warning  Net. 

(1 )  DISCUSSION,  There  ore  several  procedures  used  V  the  artillery 
Air  warning  Net  in  the  23th  Infantry  Division,  The  oommon  procedure  is  "This 

is  Square  Lobster  ,  we  hove  artillery  firing  west  of  the  airstrip, 

direction  307°,  max  ord  1600  feet,  range  7*1  alias".  Seme  stations  include 
", ,  .firing  fran  Grid  2730  into  Grid  3563, 11 

(2)  OBSERVATION,  These  procedures  state  on  undue  amount  of  infor¬ 
mation  wfaioh  if  intercepted  gives  the  enemy  time  to  take  0 over  or  move  out  of  the 
area,  a  better  procedure  is  given  in  Section  II,  Part  II,  para  40,  of  this  report, 

5.  (U)  Logistios. 


a.  ITEM,  Transportation  of  173mm  Gun  Tubes, 

(1)  DISCUSSION,  During  Operation  JUNCTIuN  CITY  it  became  neoessery 
to  convert  two  &-inoh  howitsere  to  173mm  Guns  in  order  to  ooocmplish  the  battery's 
mission.  Since  the  organio  transport  of  the  ordnance  support  unit  was  being 
used  at  the  time,  and  the  conversion  had  to  be  accomplished  immediately,  the  motor 
officer  after  oheoking  the  load  capability  of  the  H»68  VTR  and  the  condition  of 
the  road  to  the  battery's  location,  had  the  two  tubes  strapped  to  either  side  of 
the  M-88  VTR  and  traneparted  then  to  the  battery, 

(2)  OBSERVATION,  Knowledge  of  loading  capabilities  and  field  ex¬ 
pedients  may  determine  whether  a  unit  oan  accomplish  its  mission  in  a  timely  manner* 


b,  ITEM,  Float  Sights, 

(1)  DISCUSSION,  During  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY  there  were  mn  rtPrmr 
occasions  when  a  weapon  had  to  be  deadlined  beoause  of  a  problem  with  its 
panaromio  sight* 

(2)  OBSERVATION,  A  "float"  eight  in  eaoh  firing  unit  that  could 
be  used  while  Ihe  deadlined  sight  is  repaired  would  reduoe  operational  downtime* 
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SHonor  n 

PAtl'j’  11.  &S!tHQKDAX£aB 
',t  Personnel  and  Airin'-. r  t  :•  s.tT.o.' *- 


KDN3 


2t  Intelligence  ■, 

NONE 

3.  (C)  Training  end  Organisation. 

That  the  ‘Simplified  Aaimuth  of  Pola'is"  computation  for  direction  he 
disseminated  to  all  survey  teams  as  a  rapid  at  «k  of  survey  computation  of  direction, 

4,  (C)  Operations. 


a>  That  consideration  te  given  to  the  construction  and  issn.s  of  r-.ur- 
ov-lrr  filing  chsrtSj  1  *50.000  naters,  nn  a  etapdaci  item  cf  icsue  ’oo  ]‘fo iu  Gun 
Lat’/allcns, 


b«  That  pilots  *ro  instructed  in  the  proper  uBe  of  cheofc  fire  requests 
to  Artillery  Air  Vex.rd.ng-  etetiona. 


c.  That  a  standard  Artillery  Air  Warning  Procedure  be  established  in 
n  Field  Faroe  Yistnaio 


(l)  The  eircro/t  should  oall  the  Btation  and  Btate  what  rcuto  it 

is  flying. 

(?.)  -Ths  station  should  n.iHwtfn 

(a)  i:01e£S*,; 

(b)  Or,  if  not  clear,  give  tie  -  aircraft-  a  route  an  which  it 

v-'inu  no  0 .Lmc > 

5.  (C)  Logistics. 

That  one  (l )  !-f Icat"  sight  be  issued  to  eech  fixing  unit  as  requested  on 
HTIfiffilP  AT  89-HK-7032-lCCGc 

6.  Aviation. 


NO® 

7.  Commucicat j cra0 
NONE 


\ 


{tk  JO  ll 


) 


A.  WIISCN 
LTC,  Artillery 
Commanding 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY,  HEADQUARTERS,  2  3D  ARTILLERY  GROUP,  APO  96289, 

18  May  1967 

TO:  Commanding  General,  II  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery,  APO  96277 

1.  (U)  The  quarterly  report  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  32d  Artillery  is 

approved.  - - 

2.  (C)  Section  I,  paragraph  $c(6).  Concur*  There  is  a  definite 
need  for  each  heavy  battery  in  this  Group  to  have  this  spare  sight  and 
requisitions  with  appropriate  justification  have  been  submitted. 

3*  (C)  Section  I,  paragraph  7b.  This  comment  is  no  longer  valid, 

though  valid  at  time  of  this  report.  The  unit  has  changed  base  camp  loc¬ 
ation  and  coordination  effected  among  the  Battalion  and  Group  Coimrunications 
Officers,  5U2d  Light  Equipment  Maintenance  Company  at  Tay  Ninh  and  the  6l0th 
Maintenance  Company  at  Fhu  Loi  has  improved  this  support  picture  consider¬ 
ably. 


U.  Section  II,  Part  II,  paragraph  Ub  &  c.  Concur.  This  Headquarters 
has  reviewed  a  proposed  revision  to  n  Field  Force  Vietnam  Regulation  385-2 
that  when  implemented  will  accomplish  the  battalion  recommendations. 

5.  Section  II,  Part  II,  paragraph  5.  Concur.  See  paragraph  2  above. 


Colonel, ^Artillery 
Commanding 
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AVFB-FAC  (8  May  67)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT!  Operational  Report  -  Lessens  Learned  (RCS-CSPOR-65)  (U) 

Department  of  the  Army,  Headquarters,  II  Field  Forcp  Vietnam  Artillery, 

APO  96266  1 0  jun  1967 

THRUi  Commanding  General,  II  Field  Force  Vietnam,  APO  96266 

Commanding  General,  United  States  Army  Vietnam,  ATTNi  AVHGC-DH, 

APO  96307 

Commander-In-Chief,  United  States  Army  Pacific,  ATINi  GPOP-OT, 

APO  96558 

TO<  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

1#  (U)  The  quarterly  report  of  the  2d  Battalion,  32d  Artillery  adequate¬ 

ly  reflects  the  operations  and  lessons  learned  during  the  reporting  period. 

2.  (C)  Reference  Section  II,  paragraph  56(6),  and  Section  II,  Part  II, 
paragraph  5,  Float  Sights.  Concur.  Although  records  at  this  headquarters  do 
not  reflect  excessive  downtime  of  M-107  and  1V-110  self-propelled  howitzers  attri¬ 
butable  to  the  sight  M-115,  float  sights  are  desired  because  of  the  frequent 
failure  experienced  at  unit  level  and  the  travel  distance  involved  due  to  wide 
dispersal  of  units#  The  unit's  request  for  float  sights  (USARV  Ibrm  47E)  was 
approved  for  issue}  however,  the  sights  were  never  reoeived.  Pollow-upaction 
has  been  initiated. 

3.  (C)  Reference  Section  II,  Part  II,  paragraph  4b  and  40,  Artillery  Air 
Warning  Procedures.  This  headquarters  is  revising  its  Regulation  385-2  which 
when  published  will  include  the  stated  recommendations. 

4.  (U)  Concur  with  other  oomments,  reconnendations,  and  observations 
in  basic  document  and  first  Indorsement. 


RAYMOND  P.  MURPHY  w 

Brigadier  General,  USA 
Commanding 


Ihvmgndtd  at  9  year  /ntenw* 
DeeJmuifxei  after  It  years 
DOD  DIB  4MJQ 


.1  H-A 

log  no. 

regu  No. 


C-  UJtnL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVPBC-H'  (8  May  67)  3d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  2d  Battalion,  32d 
Artillery,  30  April  67  (ECS  CSFOR-65) 

DA,  HQ  II  FF0RCE7,  APO  San  Franeiseo  96266  2  1  JUN  7907 

THRU:  Commanding  General,  USARV,  ATTN:  AVHGC-DH,  APO  9630? 

Commander  in  Chief,  OS  Army  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP^M,  APO  96558 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  fcr  Force  Develops*  r-,  Dept  c?  the 

Army,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

1.  (U)  Subject  report  is  forwarded. 

2.  (C)  Reference  Para  4,  Pg  18,  item:  Check  Fires  for  1 vi  tndly 
Aircraft.  The  present  II  FFCRCEV  Reg  385-2,  18  Nov  66,  states,  'When 
a  pilot  declares  an  emergency  flight  condition  (i.e.  Med  Evac,  May 
Day,  etc)  and  requests  suspension  of  fires,  the  Aircraft  Warning  Con¬ 
trol  Center  (AWCC)  will  direct  suspension  of  those  fires  interfering 
with  the  flight."  The  rewrite  of  the  regulation  will  state,  "The  AMCC 
will  direct  suspension  of  fires  when  requested  by  a  pilot  because  of 
emergency  flight  conditions  except  when  such  a  suspension  would  en¬ 
danger  the  mission  of  the  supported  farces."  This  change  was  published 
on  15  Jun  67  in  the  II  FFCRCEV  "Commander's  Notes"  disseminated  to  all 
subordinate  conmanders. 

3.  (U)  This  headquarters  concurs  with  the  comments,  recommendations, 
in  the  basic  report  and  the  two  preceding  indorsements. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


1  T.ncl  E.M.  McGRATH 

m  CPT»  AGC 

Asst  AG 
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AVHGC-DST  (6  May  67)  4th  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  Ending 
30  April  1967  (RCS  CSFOR-65)  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375 

6  AUG  1967 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-OT, 

APO  96558 

1,  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report- 
Lessons  Learned  for  the  period  ending  30  April  1967  from  Headquarters, 

2d  Battalion  ( 175mm)  (SP),  32d  Artillery  as  indorsed, 

2.  (C)  Pertinent  comments  follow: 

a.  Reference  item  concerning  check  fires  for  friendly  aircraft 
and  artillery  air  warning  net,  paragraph  4b  and  c,  page  20 j  paragraph 
4,  1st  Indorsement;  paragraph  3,  2d  Indorsement  and  paragraph  2,  3d 
Indorsement:  Concur.  The  action  taken  by  CG,  II  FForceV  in  publishing 
II  FForceV  Regulation  No  385-2,  as  changed,  adequately  eliminates  the 
confusion  that  existed  between  pilots  and  artillery  personnel  with  res¬ 
pect  to  check  fires  for  friendly  aircraft  and  the  artillery  air  warning 
net. 


b.  Reference  item  concerning  circular  firing  charts  for  the 
175mm  gun,  paragraph  4b,  page  18,  and  paragraph  4a,  page  20:  Concur.  By 
separate  correspondence  unit  has  been  requested  to  submit  requirements 
for  circular  firing  charts  to  this  headquarters. 

c.  Reference  item  concerning  float  sights,  section  I,  part  I, 
paragraph  5b,  page  19;  section  II,  part  H,  paragraph  5,  page  20;  para¬ 
graph  2,  1st  Indorsement,  and  paragraph  2,  2d  Indorsement:  Concur:  A 
spare  sight  per  firing  battery  would  reduce  operational  downtime.  By 
separate  correspondence  unit  has  been  advised  to  prepare  MT0E,  with  jus¬ 
tification  to  authorize  a  spare  sight  per  firing  battery. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


Downgraded  at  S  year  Interval I 
DtcUueified  after  It  yean 
DOD  DIR  $ 200 JO 


Cpt,  AGC 

Asst  Adjutant  General 
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GPOP-DT  (18  May  67)  5th  Ind  (C) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  the  Quarterly  Period  Ending  30  April  1967 
from  HQ,  2d  Battalion  (175mm7(3P),  32d  Artillery  (RCS  CSFOR-65) 

HQ,  US  ARMY,  PACIFIC,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  ^  0CT196T 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

1.  (C)  This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding 

indorsements  and  concurs  in  the  report,  as  indorsed,  subject  to  the  following 
comments: 


a.  Reference  item  cr  page  19  and  para  4c.  page  20.  Nonconcur. 
Giving  coordinates  (or  range)  of  the  firing  area  to  the  aviators  not  only 
furnishes  information  to  the  enemy,  but  it  is  cumbersome  for  the  aviator 
to  handle.  A  direction  from  the  code  name  facility  to  the  nearest  10 
degrees  with  an  approximate  range  to  the  nearest  mile  would  not  compromise 
the  target  and  would  be  adequate  for  the  aviator.  Many,  if  not  most, 
aviation  missions  involve  more  than  simply  flying  from  A  to  B.  Examples 
are  command  and  control,  observation,  reconnaissance,  eagle  flight  and  fire 
fly  missions.  It  would  be  most  difficult  for  an  artillery  station  to 
recommend  a  clear  route  for  the  aircraft.  The  aviator  knows  his  exact 
position  and  the  requirements  of  his  mission.  If  he  knows  where  the  fire 
is  located,  he  can  select  a  safe  route  that  will  permit  him  to  accomplish 
his  mission.  Broadcasting  the  aircraft  route  of  flight  would  also  furnish 
information  to  the  enemy. 

b.  Reference  para  2r  3d  Indorsement  and  para  2a.  4th  Indorsement. 

(1)  The  rewrite  of  II  FEV  Reg  385-2  places  the  responsibility 
on  the  Aircraft  Warning  Control  Center  for  determining  when  artillery  fires 
will  be  suspended  and  states  that  fires  will  be  suspended  "when  requested 
by  a  pilot  because  of  emergency  flight  conditions  except  when  such  a 
suspension  would  endanger  the  mission  of  the  supported  forces."  Such  a 
determination  should  be  based  on  the  relative  urgency  and  importance  of  the 
mission  of  the  artillery  and  the  aircraft.  Since  the  AWCC  is  aware  of  the 
urgency  of  the  artillery  mission,  provision  should  be  made  to  inform  that 
agency  of  the  nature  of  the  aircraft  mission.  In  the  event  that  fires  are 
not  suspended,  the  AWCC  should  be  required  to  inform  the  aviator. 

(2)  The  dissemination  indicated  in  para  2,  3d  Indorsement 
is  inadequate  for  RVN.  A  standardization  of  artillery  air  warning 
procedures  for  all  the  CTZ  is  needed  and  should  be  established  and  easily 
identifiable  to  aviators  of  all  US  military  and  friendly  forces. 
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GPOP-DT  (18  May  67)  5th  Ind  (C) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  the  Quarterly  Period  Ending  30  April  1967 
from  HQ,  2d  Battalion  (175mm)(SP),  32d  Artillery  (RCS  CSFOR-65) 

2.  (U)  A  copy  of  this  correspondence  '  i  being  furnished  to  HQ  USARV 

for  appropriate  action  with  regard  to  para  lb(2)  above. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


X.  ?.  OSBOURN 
MAJ,  AGO 
ASSt  AG 


Copy  furnished: 
CG  USARV 
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